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Her name is undoubtedly less familiar than that of her grandmother, Eleanor of Aquitaine, or that of her
famous conqueror son, Fernando III, yet during her lifetime, Berenguela of Castile (1180-1246) was one of
the most powerful women in Europe. As queen-consort of Alfonso IX of León, she acquired the troubled
boundary lands between the kingdoms of Castile and León and forged alliances with powerful nobles on
both sides. Even after her marriage was dissolved, she continued to strengthen these connections as a
member of her father's court. On her brother's death, she inherited the Castilian throne outright—and then,
remarkably, elevated her son to kingship at the same time. Using her assiduously cultivated alliances,
Berenguela ruled alongside Fernando and set into motion the strategy that in 1230 would result in his
acquisition of the crown of León—and the permanent union of Castile and León.

In The Queen's Hand, Janna Bianchini explores Berenguela's extraordinary lifelong partnership with her son
and examines the means through which she was able to build and exercise power. Bianchini contends that
recognition of Berenguela as a powerful reigning queen by nobles, bishops, ambassadors, and popes shows
the key participation of royal women in the western Iberian monarchy. Demonstrating how royal women
could wield enormous authority both within and outside their kingdoms, Bianchini reclaims Berenguela's
place as one of the most important figures of the Iberian Middle Ages.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Grissom:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign of
Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or ideal book with you?

Debbie Siegel:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Queen's Hand: Power and
Authority in the Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series). All type of book are you able to
see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Kevin Shepherd:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the
Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series) ended up being making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The
Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series) is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book The Queen's
Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series). You never
sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Brent Whitty:

This The Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages
Series) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The
Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series) can be
one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
you actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The
Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series) forcing



you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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