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How Sex Became a Civil Liberty is the first book to show how and why we have come to see sexual
expression, sexual practice, and sexual privacy as fundamental rights. Using rich archival sources and oral
interviews, historian Leigh Ann Wheeler shows how the private lives of women and men in the American
Civil Liberties Union shaped their understanding of sexual rights as they built the constitutional foundation
for the twentieth-century's sexual revolutions.

Wheeler introduces readers to a number of fascinating figures, including ACLU founders Crystal Eastman
and Roger Baldwin; nudists, victims of involuntary sterilization, and others who appealed to the organization
for help; as well as attorneys like Dorothy Kenyon, Harriet Pilpel, and Melvin Wulf, who pushed the ACLU
to tackle such controversial issues as abortion and homosexuality. It demonstrates how their work with the
American Birth Control League, Planned Parenthood Federation, Kinsey Institute, Playboy magazine, and
other organizations influenced the ACLU's agenda.

Wheeler explores the ACLU's prominent role in nearly every major court decision related to sexuality while
examining how the ACLU also promoted its agenda through grassroots activism, political action, and public
education. She shows how the ACLU helped to collapse distinctions between public and private in ways that
privileged access to sexual expression over protection from it. Thanks largely to the organization's work,
abortion and birth control are legal, coerced sterilization is rare, sexually explicit material is readily
available, and gay rights are becoming a reality. But this book does not simply applaud the creation of a sex-
saturated culture and the arming of citizens with sexual rights; it shows how hard-won rights for some often
impinged upon freedoms held dear by others.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of How Sex Became a Civil
Liberty book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Tiara Garcia:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The How Sex Became a Civil Liberty provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Robert Ryan:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and How Sex Became a Civil Liberty or
perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes How Sex Became a Civil Liberty to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like here.

Lola Kelly:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this How Sex Became a Civil Liberty can make you really feel more interested to read.
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