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Rhetoric and ritual commemorating war has been a part of human culture for ages. In Enduring Legacy,W.
Stuart Towns explores the crucial role of rhetoric and oratory in creating and propagating a“Lost Cause”
public memory of the American South.

Enduring Legacy exploresthe vital place of ceremonial oratory in the oral tradition in the South. It analyses
how rituals such as Confederate Memorial Day, Confederate veteran reunions, and dedication of Confederate
monuments have contributed to creating and sustaining a Lost Cause paradigm for Southern identity. Towns
studies in detail secessionist and Civil War speeches and how they laid the groundwork for future
generations, including Southern responses to the civil rights movement, and beyond. The Lost Cause orators
that came after the Civil War, Towns argues, helped to shape alasting mythology of the brave Confederate
martyr, and the Southern positions for why the Confederacy lost and who wasto blame. Innumerable words
were spent—in commemorative speeches, newspaper editorials, and statehouse oratory—condemning the
evils of Reconstruction, redemption, reconciliation, and the new and future South. Towns concludes with an
analysis of how Lost Cause myths still influence Southern and national perceptions of the region today, as
evidenced in debates over the continued deployment of the Confederate flag and the popularity of Civil War
re-enactments.
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From reader reviews:
Katie Doll:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are till students or thisfor al people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Enduring Legacy: Rhetoric and Ritual of the
Lost Cause. All type of book isit possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can ook for the internet methods or
other social media.

Jonathan Woods:

The book with title Enduring Legacy: Rhetoric and Ritual of the Lost Cause haslot of information that you
can discover it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

LenoraDryer:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Enduring L egacy:
Rhetoric and Ritual of the Lost Cause, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
wish to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Monika Cunniff:

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Enduring Legacy: Rhetoric and Ritual
of the Lost Cause can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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