
Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And
Community In The Slave Mind

Riggins R. Earl

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1572332174
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1572332174
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1572332174


Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In
The Slave Mind

Riggins R. Earl

Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind Riggins R. Earl
In Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs, Riggins R. Earl Jr. investigates how slave owners intentionally
manipulated Christianity as they passed it on to slaves and demonstrates how slaves successfully challenged
that distorted interpretation. Analyzing slaves’ response to Christianity as expressed in testimonies, songs,
stories, and sermons, Earl reveals the conversion experience as the initial step toward an autonomy that
defied white control. Contrary to what their white owners expected or desired, enslaved African Americans
found in Christianity a life-affirming identity and strong sense of community.

Slave owners believed Christianity would instill docility and obedience, but the slaves discovered in the
Bible a different message, sharing among themselves the “dark symbols and obscure signs” that escaped the
notice of their captors. Finding a sense of liberation rather than submission in their conversion experience,
slaves discovered their own self-worth and their values as children of God.

Originally published in 1993, Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs traces the legacy of slaves’ embrace of
Christianity both during and after the slavery era. In a new introduction, the author places the book within
the context of contemporary scholarship on the roots of the African American cultural experience. He argues
that any interpretation of this experience must begin with a foundational study of the theological and ethical
constructs that have shaped the way blacks understand themselves in relationship to God, their oppressors,
and each other.

The Author: Riggins R. Earl Jr. teaches at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Mullins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In
The Slave Mind. Try to make book Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave
Mind as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

John Guenther:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And
Community In The Slave Mind will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

Amy Quist:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
publication untitled Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind can be
great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Regina Dye:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God,
Self, And Community In The Slave Mind is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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