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What would Thanksgiving be without pecan pie? New Orleans without pecan pralines? Southern cooks
would have to hang up their aprons without America’s native nut, whose popularity has spread far beyond
the tree’s natural home. But as familiar as the pecan is, most people don’t know the fascinating story of how
native pecan trees fed Americans for thousands of years until the nut was “improved” a little more than a
century ago—and why that rapid domestication actually threatens the pecan’s long-term future.

In The Pecan, acclaimed writer and historian James McWilliams explores the history of America’s most
important commercial nut. He describes how essential the pecan was for Native Americans—by some
calculations, an average pecan harvest had the food value of nearly 150,000 bison. McWilliams explains that,
because of its natural edibility, abundance, and ease of harvesting, the pecan was left in its natural state
longer than any other commercial fruit or nut crop in America. Yet once the process of “improvement”
began, it took less than a century for the pecan to be almost totally domesticated. Today, more than 300
million pounds of pecans are produced every year in the United States—and as much as half of that total
might be exported to China, which has fallen in love with America’s native nut. McWilliams also warns that,
as ubiquitous as the pecan has become, it is vulnerable to a “perfect storm” of economic threats and
ecological disasters that could wipe it out within a generation. This lively history suggests why the pecan
deserves to be recognized as a true American heirloom.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book The Pecan: A History of America's Native Nut has
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide The Pecan: A History of America's Native Nut is not only giving you much
more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Pecan: A History of America's
Native Nut. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Margaret Burton:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book The Pecan: A History of America's Native Nut it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Paul Skeens:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Pecan: A History of America's Native Nut your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The The Pecan: A History of America's Native Nut giving you a different
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Kristen Mazur:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is referred to as of book The Pecan: A History of America's Native Nut. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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