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In the wake of Mexico’' s revolution, artists played a fundamental role in constructing a national identity
centered on working people and were hailed for their contributions to modern art. Picturing the Proletariat
examines three aspects of this artistic legacy: the parallel paths of organized labor and artists’ collectives, the
relations among these groups and the state, and visual narratives of the worker. Showcasing forgotten works
and neglected media, John Lear explores how artists and labor unions participated in a cycle of revolutionary
transformation from 1908 through the presidency of Lazaro Cérdenas (1934-1940). Lear shows how middle-
class artists, radicalized by the revolution and the Communist Party, fortified the legacy of the
prerevolutionary print artisan José Guadal upe Posada by incorporating modernist, avant-garde, and
nationalist elementsin ways that supported and challenged unions and the state. By 1940, the state
undermined the autonomy of radical artists and unions, while preserving the image of both as partners of the
“ingtitutionalized revolution.”

Thisinterdisciplinary book explores the gendered representations of workers; the interplay of prints,
photographs, and muralsin journals, in posters, and on walls; the role of labor leaders; and the discursive
impact of the Spanish Civil War. It considers “los tres grandes’—Rivera, Siquieros, and Orozco—while
featuring lesser-known artists and their collectives, including Saturnino Herrén, Leopoldo Méndez, Santos
Balmori, and the League of Revolutionary Writers and Artists (LEAR). The result is a new perspective on
the art and politics of the revolution.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Peterson:

Typically the book Picturing the Proletariat: Artists and Labor in Revolutionary Mexico, 1908-1940 has alot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Chad Jones:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Picturing the Proletariat: Artists and Labor in Revolutionary Mexico, 1908-1940 offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Michael Madden:

That book can make you to fed relax. That book Picturing the Proletariat: Artists and Labor in
Revolutionary Mexico, 1908-1940 was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that
book Picturing the Proletariat: Artists and Labor in Revolutionary Mexico, 1908-1940 has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Cory Thomas:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Picturing the Proletariat: Artists and Labor in Revolutionary Mexico, 1908-1940. Y ou
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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