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During his thirty-four year tenure as a Justice of the Supreme Court, Hugo L. Black demonstrated, in the
words of one of his colleagues, "a true passion for the Constitution." At a moment's notice, in front of
visiting students or a clutch of legal dignitaries, the Judge would whip his tattered copy of the Constitution
from his coat pocket, flip through it to a particular passage and then, in a high voice, read the passage con
vivace. And though Black began his political career in Alabama as the candidate of the Ku Klux Klan--with
their help in 1926 he became a U.S. Senator--thirty years later, he would argue forcefully for an end to
segregation in the South.
In Hugo L. Black: Cold Steel Warrior, distinguished writer Howard Ball draws from Black's extensive files
in the Library of Congress and on interviews with his colleagues on the Court, his law clerks, and his family
to illuminate the enigmatic career of a man who became one of the twentieth century's most vigilant
defenders of freedoms and liberty. Ball's examination of Black's life reveals a consummate politician who
kept, in a safe beside his desk, the names, addresses, and backgrounds of all those who gave Black support
from the time he ran for the county solicitor's job in Jefferson County, Alabama, through his two terms as a
U.S. Senator. A fervent New Deal advocate, Black lent his support to F.D.R.'s court packing plan, and was
one of the few who stood with the President until the measure's defeat in 1937. Less than one month later,
F.D.R. rewarded Black by nominating him to the Supreme Court. Soon after Black's confirmation by the
Senate, the story of his Klan membership spread across the nation, prompting Time magazine to write that
"Hugo won't have to buy a robe, he can dye his white one black." One of Black's early opinions for the
Court, however, changed most of the negative opinion about him. Writing for the majority in Chambers v.
Florida, Black and his colleagues overturned charges against four African-American men unjustly accused
of murder.
In addition to Black's political and judicial career, Ball captures some of the great legal minds at work--Earl
Warren, Thurgood Marshall, Felix Frankfurter, William O. Douglas, John M. Harlan II, and William J.
Brennan--and their encounters with the tough Justice who was an immovable force when engaged in a
constitutional battle. From Brown v. Board of Education and the first tests of the power of the federal courts
to implement the Brown decision, to the height of McCarthyism and the national hysteria about
Communism, to New York Times v. United States, the famous Pentagon Papers case in 1971 (Black's last
opinion for the Court which defended a newspaper's First Amendment rights), Black emerges as a staunch
defender of federalism and the primacy of the First Amendment, a strict, literal interpreter of the
Constitution, and always proud to be a member of the Supreme Court.
Throughout his life, Hugo Black's cockiness, sternness, and stubborn determination won him many critics.
On every occasion, as Howard Ball shows, Black proved his critics wrong. He became a major presence in
the Senate and one of the great Justices ever to sit on the Supreme Court.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Riggins:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Hugo L. Black: Cold Steel Warrior to read.

Kathleen Bonds:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Hugo L. Black: Cold Steel Warrior book
because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Judy Washburn:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the guide untitled Hugo L. Black: Cold Steel Warrior can be excellent book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Shirley Eagle:

Hugo L. Black: Cold Steel Warrior can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Hugo L. Black: Cold Steel Warrior yet doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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