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In 1950, Christian Century ran a series of articles on twelve churches, some large, some small, each
representing a strand of American mainline Protestantism. Now, nearly fifty years later, Randall Balmer--
author and host of Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory, the acclaimed book and PBS series on American
evangelicism--has revisited each of these twelve churches to take the pulse of Protestantism today. The result
isaremarkable narrative, graced with touches of local color and memorable portraits of the people involved,
and filled with deft observations and carefully nuanced insights about Protestantism at century's end.

Much as he did in Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory, Balmer crisscrosses Americato give us afirst-hand ook
at how Christianity has fared in the last half-century. What emergesis a church challenged by diminished
influence, but with signs of hope for the future. For instance, he takes us to West Hartford, Connecticut,
where we learn how a gregarious pastor, Bob Heppenstall, rekindled the spirit of the First Church of Christ
Congregational--still housed in its stately, classic New England meetinghouse--that had suffered from inept
management until recent years. And in Ames, lowa, at the Collegiate United Methodist Church, we watch
George White struggle to regain his church’'s once dominant voice in the religious life of the town, avoice
now dimmed by the growth of fundamentalism. Some churches have held steadfastly to long-established
roles, such as the Washington Prairie Lutheran Church, in Decorah, lowa, which has been a model of
continuity, serving its Norwegian-American community in much the same way since it was founded in 1851.
And Balmer also visits some thriving churches, such as Hollywood's First Presbyterian Church, led by the
great preacher John Lloyd Ogilvie, who was recently appointed chaplain of the U.S. Senate. In Minneapolis,
Balmer encounters Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, a congregation that has not only increased its
membership, but can now call itself the biggest Lutheran church in the world.

In Grant Us Courage, one of our most thoughtful chroniclers of the American scene offers an intimate look
at mainline Protestantism at the close of the century. We come away with the feeling of having been there, of
having listened to the voices of an important segment of Christian life, and of having found a deeper
understanding of religious life in Americatoday.
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From reader reviews:
Nathan Herr:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students since they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book Grant Us Courage: Travels
Along the Mainline of American Protestantism. All type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

James Shafer:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Grant Us Courage: Travels Along the Mainline of American Protestantism
provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Amy Davis:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book Grant Us
Courage: Travels Along the Mainline of American Protestantism. Y ou can include your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.

Clinton Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
guery was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Grant Us Courage: Travels Along the
Mainline of American Protestantism.
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