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In this major work of popular history and scholarship, acclaimed historian and biographer Roy
Morris, Jr., tells the extraordinary story of how, in America's centennial year, the presidency was
stolen, the Civil War was almost reignited, and black Americans were consigned to nearly ninety years
of legalized segregation in the South.

The bitter 1876 contest between Ohio Republican governor Rutherford B. Hayes and New York Democratic
governor Samuel J. Tilden is the most sensational, ethically sordid, and legally questionable presidential
election in American history. The first since Lincoln's in 1860 in which the Democrats had a real chance of
recapturing the White House, the election was in some ways the last battle of the Civil War, as the two
parties fought to preserve or overturn what had been decided by armies just eleven years earlier.

Riding a wave of popular revulsion at the numerous scandals of the Grant administration and a sluggish
economy, Tilden received some 260,000 more votes than his opponent. But contested returns in Florida,
Louisiana, and South Carolina ultimately led to Hayes's being declared the winner by a specially created,
Republican-dominated Electoral Commission after four tense months of political intrigue and threats of
violence. President Grant took the threats seriously: he ordered armed federal troops into the streets of
Washington to keep the peace.

Morris brings to life all the colorful personalities and high drama of this most remarkable -- and largely
forgotten -- election. He presents vivid portraits of the bachelor lawyer Tilden, a wealthy New York
sophisticate whose passion for clean government propelled him to the very brink of the presidency, and of
Hayes, a family man whose midwestern simplicity masked a cunning political mind. We travel to
Philadelphia, where the Centennial Exhibition celebrated America's industrial might and democratic ideals,
and to the nation's heartland, where Republicans waged a cynical but effective "bloody shirt" campaign to tar
the Demo-crats, once again, as the party of disunion and rebellion.

Morris dramatically recreates the suspenseful events of election night, when both candidates went to bed
believing Tilden had won, and a one-legged former Union army general, "Devil Dan" Sickles, stumped into
Republican headquarters and hastily improvised a devious plan to subvert the election in the three disputed
southern states. We watch Hayes outmaneuver the curiously passive Tilden and his supporters in the days
following the election, and witness the late-night backroom maneuvering of party leaders in the nation's
capital, where democracy itself was ultimately subverted and the will of the people thwarted.

Fraud of the Century presents compelling evidence that fraud by Republican vote-counters in the three
southern states, and especially in Louisiana, robbed Tilden of the presidency. It is at once a masterful
example of political reporting and an absorbing read.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Christopher:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen
Election of 1876. Try to face the book Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the
Stolen Election of 1876 as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Lou Marshall:

The book Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen Election of 1876 can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing
like a book Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen Election of 1876? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Fraud of the Century: Rutherford
B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen Election of 1876 has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Eagle:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen Election of 1876 the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B.
Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen Election of 1876 giving you one more experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Adam Blandford:

The book untitled Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen Election of
1876 contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book



because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice study.
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