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When Alec Wilder's American Popular Song first appeared, it was almost universally hailed--from The New
York Times to The New Yorker to Down Beat--as the definitive account of the classic era of American
popular music. It has since become the standard work of the great songwriters who dominated popular music
in the United States for half a century. Now Wilder's classic is avail able again, with a new introduction by
Gene Lees.

Uniquely analytical yet engagingly informal, American Popular Song focuses on the melodic, harmonic, and
rhythmic qualities that distinguish American popular music and have made it an authentic art form. Wilder
traces the roots of the American style to the ragtime music of the 1890s, shows how it was incorporated into
mainstream popular music after 1900, and then surveys the careers of every major songwriter from World
War | to 1950. Wilder devotes desparate chapters to such greats as Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, George
Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, Cole Porter, and Harold Arlen. lllustrated with over seven hundred musical
examples, Wilder's sensitive analyses of the most distinctive, creative, and original songs of this period
reveal unexpected beauties in songs long forgotten and delightful subtletiesin many familiar standards. The
result is adefinitive treatment of a strangely unsung and uniquely American art.
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From reader reviews:
Carol Elliott:

The book American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book American
Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950? Several of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim in which book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 has simple shape but you know: it has great
and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by start and read a publication. Soitis
very wonderful.

Morgan Lytle:

The reason? Because this American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who al write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So,
itis good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you alot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If | were you | will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Mary Stone:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better
life on thisera. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Oscar Jackson:

Isit anindividua who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Popular Song: The Great Innovators,
1900-1950 can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
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