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Sisters is the first major history of the pivotal role played by nuns in the building of American society. Nuns
were the first feminists, argues Fialka. They became the nation's first cadre of independent, professional
women. Some nursed, some taught, and many created and managed new charitable organizations, including
large hospitals and colleges.

In the 1800s nuns moved west with the frontier, often starting the first hospitals and schools in immigrant
communities. They provided aid and service in the Chicago fire, cared for orphans and prostitutes in the
California Gold Rush and brought professional nursing skills to field hospitals run by both armies in the
Civil War. Their work was often done in the face of intimidation from such groups as the Know Nothings
and the Ku Klux Klan.

In the 1900s they built the nation's largest private school and hospital systems and brought the Catholic
Church into the civil rights movement. As their numbers began to decline in the 1970s, many sisters were
forced to take professional jobs as lawyers, probation workers, managers and hospital executives because
their salaries were needed to support older nuns, many of whom lacked a pension system. Currently there are
about 75,000 sisters in America, down from 204,000 in 1968. Their median age is sixty-nine.

In Sisters, Fialka reveals the strength of the spiritual capital and the unprecedented reach of the caring
institutions that religious women created in America.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

The book with title Sisters: Catholic Nuns and the Making of America posesses a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Rita Kirby:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book Sisters: Catholic Nuns and the Making of America it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Linda Doyle:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Sisters: Catholic Nuns and the Making of America will give you new experience in examining a book.

Michael Kendig:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Sisters: Catholic Nuns and the Making of America this reserve consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of
you.
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