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Scott Derrick has written an original book that contributes significantly to current revisions of the
nineteenth-century American literary tradition's representation of gender and sexuality. His interpretation of
feminist, lesbian-feminist, and gay issues in nineteenth-century American literature as complementary
enlarges our historical understanding and helps build the coalition politics needed in these areas."-John
Carlos Rowe, University of California, Irvine

Recent gender-based scholarship on nineteenth-century American literature has established male authors'
crucial awareness of the competition from popular women writers. And critical work in gay studies and
queer theory has stressed the importance in canonical American literature of homoerotic relations between
men, even before "homosexuality" became codified at the end of the century. Scott Derrick draws on these
insights to explore the ways in which male authors struggle to refigure literature-historically devalued as
feminine-as a masculine and heterosexual enterprise. Derrick focuses on scenes of compositional crisis that
reveal how male identity itself is at risk in the perils and possibilities of being a male author in a feminized
literary marketplace.

He suggests that traditionally valued texts by Hawthorne, Poe, James, Sinclair, and Crane have at their core
combustible four-sided conflicts between feminine identifications and masculine distancings, homoerotic
longings and homophobic dreads, conflicts which are largely determined by domestic ideals of male and
female roles within the nineteenth-century family. The negotiation of such conflicts is controlled by the
nature of fiction writing, which both frees the imagination to explore forbidden fantasies and harnesses the
imagination to public understandings of the proper form and content of fiction. Thus Monumental Anxieties
also contributes to recent debates about the social shaping of contemporary homosexuality and to the history
of American masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Sharma:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Monumental Anxieties: Homoerotic Desire and Feminine Influence in 19-th
Century U.S. Literature book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Monumental Anxieties: Homoerotic Desire and Feminine
Influence in 19-th Century U.S. Literature content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking Monumental Anxieties: Homoerotic Desire and Feminine Influence in 19-th Century U.S.
Literature is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Brian Wilson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Monumental Anxieties: Homoerotic Desire and Feminine Influence in 19-th Century U.S. Literature, you
could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a book.

John Bennett:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Monumental Anxieties: Homoerotic Desire and Feminine Influence
in 19-th Century U.S. Literature why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

James Valenzuela:

You can obtain this Monumental Anxieties: Homoerotic Desire and Feminine Influence in 19-th Century
U.S. Literature by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like



now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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