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"I sometimes think that if, as the result of an accident, I were to lose my knowledge of Japanese, there would
not be much left for me. Japanese, which at first had no connection with my ancestors, my literary tastes, or
my awareness of myself as a person, has become the central element of my life."

In this eloquent and wholly absorbing memoir, the renowned scholar Donald Keene shares more than half a
century of his extraordinary adventures as a student of Japan. Keene begins with an account of his
bittersweet childhood in New York; then he describes his initial encounters with Asia and Europe and the
way in which World War II complicated that experience. He captures the sights, scents, and sounds of Japan
as they first enveloped him, and talks of the unique travels and well-known intellectuals who later shaped the
contours of his academic career.

Keene traces the movement of his passions with delicacy and subtlety, deftly weaving his love for Japan into
a larger narrative about identity and home and the circumstances that led a Westerner to find solace in a
country on the opposite side of the world. Chronicles of My Life is not only a fascinating tale of two cultures
colliding, but also a thrilling account of the emotions and experiences that connect us all, regardless of our
individual origins.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Miranda:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Chronicles of My Life: An
American in the Heart of Japan book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Carmen Helton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of Japan it
is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features
high quality.

Steve Pinson:

Precisely why? Because this Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of Japan is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

Angel Sullivan:

Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of Japan can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Chronicles of My Life: An
American in the Heart of Japan however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may



drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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