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Excavations at Cerro Palenque, a hilltop site in the Ulua Valley of northwest Honduras, revolutionized
scholars’ ideas about the Terminal Classic period (roughly ad 850–1050) of Maya history and about the way
in which cultures of the southeast Maya periphery related to the Lowland Maya. In this pathfinding study,
Rosemary Joyce combines archaeological data gleaned from site research in 1980–1983 with anthropological
theory about the evolution of social power to reconstruct something of the culture and lifeways of the
prehispanic inhabitants of Cerro Palenque.

Joyce organizes her study in a novel way. Rather than presenting each category of excavated material
(ceramics, lithics, etc.) in a separate chapter, she integrates this data in discussions of what people did and
where they did it, resulting in a reconstruction of social activity more than in a description of material
culture.

Joyce’s findings indicate that the precolumbian elites of the Ulua Valley had very strong and diversified
contacts with Lowland Maya culture, primarily through the Bay of Honduras, with far less contact with
Copán in the Highlands. The elites used their contacts with these distant, powerful cultures to reinforce their
difference from the people they ruled and the legitimacy of their privileged status. Indeed, their dependence
on foreign contacts ultimately led to their downfall when their foreign partners reorganized their economic
and social order during the Terminal Classic period.

Although archaeological research in the region has been undertaken since the 1890s, Cerro Palenque is the
first full-length study of an Ulua Valley site ever published. Joyce’s pioneering approach—archaeological
ethnography—will be of interest to scholars dealing with any prehistoric people whose material remains
provide the only clues to their culture.
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From reader reviews:

Yolanda Osuna:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya
Periphery. Try to face the book Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery as your friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Hannelore Evans:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery, you can tells your
family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a guide.

Anthony Wood:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity
on the Maya Periphery that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya
Periphery become your current starter.

Aletha Bassett:

This Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't



mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt in which?
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