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An analysis of the Leo Frank case as a measure of the complexities characterizing the relationship between
African Americans and Jews in America

In 1915 Leo Frank, a Northern Jew, was lynched in Georgia. He had been convicted of the murder of Mary
Phagan, a young white woman who worked in the Atlanta pencil factory managed by Frank. In a tumultuous
trial in 1913 Frank's main accuser was Jim Conley, an African American employee in the factory. Was Frank
guilty?

In our time a martyr's aura falls over Frank as a victim of religious and regional bigotry. The unending
controversy has inspired debates, movies, books, songs, and theatrical productions. Among the creative
works focused on the case are a ballad by Fiddlin' John Carson, David Mamet's novel The Old Religion in
1997, and Alfred Uhry and Jason Robert Brown's musical Parade in 1998.

Indeed, the Frank case has become a touchstone in the history of black-Jewish cultural relations. How- ever,
for too long the trial has been oversimplified as the moment when Jews recognized their vulnerability in
America and began to make common cause with African Americans.

This study has a different tale to tell. It casts off old political and cultural baggage in order to assess the
cultural context of Frank's trial, and to examine the stress placed on the relationship of African Americans
and Jews by it. The interpretation offered here is based on deep archival research, analyses of the court
records, and study of various artistic creations inspired by the case. It suggests that the case should be
understood as providing conclusive early evidence of the deep mutual distrust between African Americans
and Jews, a distrust that has been skillfully and cynically manipulated by powerful white people.

Black-Jewish Relations on Trial is concerned less with what actually happened in the National Pencil
Company factory than with how Frank's trial, conviction, and lynching have been used as an occasion to
explore black-Jewish relations and the New South. Just as with the O. J. Simpson trial, the Frank trial
requires that Americans make a profound examination of their essential beliefs about race, sexuality, and
power.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Melendez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo
Frank and Jim Conley in the New South is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Donna Young:

This book untitled Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in the New South to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
reserve from your list.

Rosalind Huffman:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in the New South your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim
Conley in the New South giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Joyce Hynes:

Beside this Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and Jim Conley in the New South in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Black-Jewish Relations on Trial: Leo Frank and
Jim Conley in the New South because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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