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While Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau are often credited with inventing American
environmental writing, Matthew Wynn Sivils argues that the works of these Transcendentalists must be
placed within a larger literary tradition that has its origins in early Republic natural histories, Indian captivity
narratives, Gothic novels, and juvenile literature. Authors such as William Bartram, Ann Eliza Bleecker, and
Samuel Griswold Goodrich, to name just a few, enabled the development of a credibly American brand of
proto-environmental fiction. Sivils argues that these seeds of environmental literature would come to fruition
in James Fenimore Cooper’s The Pioneers, which he argues is the first uniquely environmental American
novel. He then connects the biogeographical politics of Cooper’s The Prairie with European anti-
Americanism; and concludes this study by examining how James Kirke Paulding, Thomas Cole, and James
Fenimore Cooper imaginatively addressed the problem of human culpability and nationalistic cohesiveness
in the face of natural disasters. With their focus on the character and implications of the imagined American
landscape, these key works of early environmental thought contributed to the growing influence of the
natural environment on the identity of the fledgling nation decades before the influences of Emerson's Nature
and Thoreau's Walden.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847.

Kenneth Vargas:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular American
Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847 is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Ana Gaskill:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847 or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes
American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like here.

Billie Gallagher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually American
Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847.
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