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The "Gilded Age," the three decades following the Civil War, were years of astounding economic growth.
Vast empires in oil, shipping, mining, banking, lumber, transportation, and related industries were formed. It
was an era in which fortunes were made and lost quickly, almost easily; a period that encouraged ? nearly
demanded ? the public display of this newly acquired wealth, power, and prestige. It was during these heady,
turbulent years that a new type of domestic architecture first appeared on the American landscape. Called the
"country seat" or "cottage," these houses were grandiose in scale ? imposing facades complemented by
manicured gardens, with exceptionally large and impressive reception rooms, halls, parlors, dining rooms,
and other public areas. Intended exclusively for the very well-to-do, these buildings were designed by some
of the finest and most influential architectural firms in America: McKim, Mead & White; Bruce Price;
Peabody & Stearns; Theophilus P. Chandler, Jr.; Lamb & Rich; Wilcox & Johnston; and many others.
The first, best, and most exquisite documentation of this surge of architectural creativity was the 1886–87
publication of George William Sheldon's Artistic Country-Seats: Types of Recent American Villa and
Cottage Architecture with Instances of Country-Club Houses. It presented exceedingly fine photographs,
clearly detailed plans and elevations, as well as Sheldon's own commentary for a total of 97 buildings (93
houses and 4 casinos). Most structures were located in new England and the Middle Atlantic states, and
embraced the full spectrum of architectural and artistic expressions. This present volume reproduces all of
Sheldon's fascinating and historically important photographs and plans, and adds a new, thoroughly accurate
text by Arnold Lewis (Professor of Art, the College of Wooster, Wooster, Ohio) that includes the most useful
information supplied by Sheldon and also reports on the present condition of each house or casino, providing
analyses of elevations and plans, observations about family life in the 1880s, and brief biographical
comments about the clients and architects.
Sheldon's photographs connect us with a time and style of living that today increasingly seem more the realm
of fiction than fact. Yet, in the pages of this important collection, they are brought fresh to life as they
appeared when they were new and times were very different.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled American Country Houses of the Gilded Age: (Sheldon's "Artistic
Country-Seats") (Dover Architecture). Try to make book American Country Houses of the Gilded Age:
(Sheldon's "Artistic Country-Seats") (Dover Architecture) as your close friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Francis Mason:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled American Country
Houses of the Gilded Age: (Sheldon's "Artistic Country-Seats") (Dover Architecture)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Silvia Smedley:

The publication untitled American Country Houses of the Gilded Age: (Sheldon's "Artistic Country-Seats")
(Dover Architecture) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of American Country Houses of
the Gilded Age: (Sheldon's "Artistic Country-Seats") (Dover Architecture) from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

John Barstow:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
American Country Houses of the Gilded Age: (Sheldon's "Artistic Country-Seats") (Dover Architecture) we
can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to
read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at
this time book American Country Houses of the Gilded Age: (Sheldon's "Artistic Country-Seats") (Dover
Architecture). You can more inviting than now.
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