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Sister to the king of France, queen of Navarre, gifted writer, religious reformer, and patron of the arts—in
her many roles, Marguerite de Navarre (1492-1549) was one of the most important figures of the French
Renaissance. In this, the first major biography in English, Patricia F. Cholakian and Rouben C. Cholakian
draw on her writings to provide a vivid portrait of Marguerite's public and private life. Freeing her from the
shadow of her brother François I, they recognize her immense influence on French politics and culture, and
they challenge conventional views of her family relationships.

The authors highlight Marguerite's considerable role in advancing the cause of religious reform in France-her
support of vernacular translations of sacred works, her denunciation of ecclesiastical corruption, her
founding of orphanages and hospitals, and her defense and protection of persecuted reformists. Had this
plucky and spirited woman not been sister to the king, she would most likely have ended up at the stake.
Though she remained a devout catholic, her theological poem Miroir de l'âme pécheresse, a mystical summa
of evangelical doctrine that was viciously attacked by conservatives, remains to this day an important part of
the Protestant corpus.

Marguerite, along with her brother the king, was a key architect and animator of the refined entertainments
that became the hallmark of the French court. Always eager to encourage new ideas, she supported many of
the illustrious writers and thinkers of her time. Moreover, uniquely for a queen, she was herself a prolific
poet, dramatist, and prose writer and published a two-volume anthology of her works. In reassessing
Marguerite's enormous oeuvre, the authors reveal the range and quality of her work beyond her famous
collection of tales, posthumously called the Heptaméron.

The Cholakians' groundbreaking reading of the rich body of her work, which uncovers autobiographical
elements previously unrecognized by most scholars, and their study of her surviving correspondence portray
a life that fully justifies Marguerite's sobriquet, "Mother of the Renaissance."
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Kirkland:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the Renaissance. Try to the actual book
Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the Renaissance as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend
when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Johnny Ballance:

This Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the Renaissance book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the Renaissance without we realize teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the
Renaissance can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the
Renaissance having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

William Wood:

The particular book Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the Renaissance will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the
Renaissance is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Steven Delorme:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been exactly added.
This book Marguerite de Navarre: Mother of the Renaissance was filled with regards to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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