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For years, critics have acclaimed the power of James Lee Burke's writing, the luminosity of his prose, the
psychological complexity of his characters, the richness of his landscapes. Over the course of twenty novels
and one collection of short stories, he has developed a loyal and dedicated following among both critics and
general readers. His thrillers, featuring either Louisiana cop Dave Robicheaux or Billy Bob Holland, a
hardened Texas-based lawyer, have consistently appeared on national bestseller lists, making Burke one of
America's most celebrated authors of crime fiction.
Now, in a startling and brilliantly successful departure, Burke has written a historical novel -- an epic story
of love, hate, and survival set against the tumultuous background of the Civil War and Reconstruction.
At the center of the novel are James Lee Burke's own ancestors, Robert Perry, who comes from a slave-
owning family of wealth and privilege, and Willie Burke, born of Irish immigrants, a poor boy who is as
irreverent as he is brave and decent. Despite their personal and political conflicts with the issues of the time,
both men join the Confederate Army, choosing to face ordeal by fire, yet determined not to back down in
their commitment to their moral beliefs, to their friends, and to the abolitionist woman with whom both have
become infatuated.
One of the most compelling characters in the story, and the catalyst for much of its drama, is Flower
Jamison, a beautiful young black slave befriended, at great risk to himself, by Willie and owned by -- and
fathered by, although he will not admit it -- Ira Jamison. Owner of Angola Plantation, Ira Jamison is a true
son of the Old South and also a ruthless businessman, who, after the war, returns to the plantation and re-
energizes it by transforming it into a penal colony, which houses prisoners he rents out as laborers to replace
the slaves who have been emancipated.
Against all local law and customs, Flower learns from Willie to read and write, and receives the help and
protection of Abigail Dowling, a Massachusetts abolitionist who had come south several years prior to help
fight yellow fever and never left, and who has attracted the eye of both Willie and Robert Perry. These love
affairs are not only fraught with danger, but compromised by the great and grim events of the Civil War and
its aftermath.
As in all of Burke's writings, White Doves at Morning is full of wonderful, colorful, unforgettable villains.
Some, like Clay Hatcher, are pure "white trash" (considered the lowest of the low, they were despised by the
white ruling class and feared by former slaves). From their ranks came the most notorious of the vigilante
groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan, the White League and the Knights of the White Camellia. Most villainous
of all, though, are the petty and mean-minded Todd McCain, owner of New Iberia's hardware store, and the
diabolically evil Rufus Atkins, former overseer of Angola Plantation and the man Jamison has placed in
charge of his convict labor crews.
Rounding out this unforgettable cast of characters are Carrie LaRose, madam of New Iberia's house of ill
repute, and her ship's-captain brother Jean-Jacques LaRose, Cajuns who assist Flower and Abigail in their
struggle to help the blacks of the town.
With battle scenes at Shiloh and in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia that no reader will ever forget, and set
in a time of upheaval that affected all men and all women at all levels of society, White Doves at Morning is
an epic worthy of America's most tragic conflict, as well as a book of substance, importance, and genuine
originality, one that will undoubtedly come to be regarded as a masterpiece of historical fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled White Doves at Morning: A Novel. Try to make book White
Doves at Morning: A Novel as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Robert Young:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take White Doves at Morning: A Novel as the daily resource information.

Joseph Griego:

The actual book White Doves at Morning: A Novel will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
see, this book very acceptable to you. The book White Doves at Morning: A Novel is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Harry Blalock:

The reason why? Because this White Doves at Morning: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.
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