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Throughout the Civil War, newspaper headlines and stories repeatedly asked some variation of the question
posed by the New York Times in 1862, "What shall we do with the negro?" The future status of African
Americans was a pressing issue for those in both the North and in the South. Consulting a broad range of
contemporary newspapers, magazines, books, army records, government documents, publications of citizens’
organizations, letters, diaries, and other sources, Paul D. Escott examines the attitudes and actions of
Northerners and Southerners regarding the future of African Americans after the end of slavery. "What Shall
We Do with the Negro?" demonstrates how historians together with our larger national popular culture have
wrenched the history of this period from its context in order to portray key figures as heroes or exemplars of
national virtue.

Escott gives especial critical attention to Abraham Lincoln. Since the civil rights movement, many popular
books have treated Lincoln as an icon, a mythical leader with thoroughly modern views on all aspects of
race. But, focusing on Lincoln’s policies rather than attempting to divine Lincoln’s intentions from his often
ambiguous or cryptic statements, Escott reveals a president who placed a higher priority on reunion than on
emancipation, who showed an enduring respect for states’ rights, who assumed that the social status of
African Americans would change very slowly in freedom, and who offered major incentives to white
Southerners at the expense of the interests of blacks.Escott’s approach reveals the depth of slavery’s
influence on society and the pervasiveness of assumptions of white supremacy. "What Shall We Do with the
Negro?" serves as a corrective in offering a more realistic, more nuanced, and less celebratory approach to
understanding this crucial period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

The knowledge that you get from "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil
War America is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but "What Shall We Do with
the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White
Racism, and Civil War America instantly.

Amanda Haskin:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this
"What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America.

Aimee Nguyen:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This "What Shall We Do with the Negro?":
Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Betty Giuliani:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for
you. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just in search of the "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and
Civil War America when you needed it?
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