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Between late 1863 and mid-1864, an armed band of Confederate deserters battled Confederate cavalry in the
Piney Woods region of Jones County, Mississippi. Calling themselves the Knight Company after their
captain, Newton Knight, they set up headquarters in the swamps of the Leaf River, where, legend has it, they
declared the Free State of Jones.

The story of the Jones County rebellion is well known among Mississippians, and debate over whether the
county actually seceded from the state during the war has smoldered for more than a century. Adding further
controversy to the legend is the story of Newt Knight's interracial romance with his wartime accomplice,
Rachel, a slave. From their relationship there developed a mixed-race community that endured long after the
Civil War had ended, and the ambiguous racial identity of their descendants confounded the rules of
segregated Mississippi well into the twentieth century.

Victoria Bynum traces the origins and legacy of the Jones County uprising from the American Revolution to
the modern civil rights movement. In bridging the gap between the legendary and the real Free State of
Jones, she shows how the legend--what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out--reveals a
great deal about the South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and class politics of the
period; and the contingent nature of history and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Barber:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Free State of Jones:
Mississippi's Longest Civil War. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Leon King:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Free State
of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Minnie Rivera:

This The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War is great reserve for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War in your hand like
having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Thomas Towne:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Free
State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War.
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