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Throughout the centuries, royal mistresses have been worshiped, feared, envied, and reviled. They set the
fashions, encouraged the arts, and, in some cases, ruled nations. Eleanor Herman's Sex with Kings takes us
into the throne rooms and bedrooms of Europe's most powerful monarchs. Alive with flamboyant characters,
outrageous humor, and stirring poignancy, this glittering tale of passion and politics chronicles five hundred
years of scintillating women and the kings who loved them.

Curiously, the main function of a royal mistress was not to provide the king with sex but with
companionship. Forced to marry repulsive foreign princesses, kings sought solace with women of their own
choice. And what women they were! From Madame de Pompadour, the famous mistress of Louis XV, who
kept her position for nineteen years despite her frigidity, to modern-day Camilla Parker-Bowles, who
usurped none other than the glamorous Diana, Princess of Wales.

The successful royal mistress made herself irreplaceable. She was ready to converse gaily with him when she
was tired, make love until all hours when she was ill, and cater to his every whim. Wearing a mask of
beaming delight over any and all discomforts, she was never to be exhausted, complaining, or grief-stricken.

True, financial rewards for services rendered were of royal proportions -- some royal mistresses earned up to
$200 million in titles, pensions, jewels, and palaces. Some kings allowed their mistresses to exercise
unlimited political power. But for all its grandeur, a royal court was a scorpion's nest of insatiable greed,
unquenchable lust, and vicious ambition. Hundreds of beautiful women vied to unseat the royal mistress.
Many would suffer the slings and arrows of negative public opinion, some met with tragic ends and were
pensioned off to make room for younger women. But the royal mistress often had the last laugh, as she lived
well and richly off the fruits of her "sins."

From the dawn of time, power has been a mighty aphrodisiac. With diaries, personal letters, and diplomatic
dispatches, Eleanor Herman's trailblazing research reveals the dynamics of sex and power, rivalry and
revenge, at the most brilliant courts of Europe. Wickedly witty and endlessly entertaining, Sex with Kings is
a chapter of women's history that has remained unwritten -- until now.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Auyeung:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Sex with Kings will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Gregory McKinney:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Sex with Kings. All type of
book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Ryan Barrett:

The book Sex with Kings will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Sex with Kings is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Mark Guerrero:

The guide with title Sex with Kings posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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