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“[How Music Got Free] has the clear writing and brisk reportorial acumen of a Michael Lewis
book.”—Dwight Garner, The New York Times

What happens when an entire generation commits the same crime?

How Music Got Free is a riveting story of obsession, music, crime, and money, featuring visionaries
and criminals, moguls and tech-savvy teenagers. It’s about the greatest pirate in history, the most
powerful executive in the music business, a revolutionary invention and an illegal website four times
the size of the iTunes Music Store. 

Journalist Stephen Witt traces the secret history of digital music piracy, from the German audio
engineers who invented the mp3, to a North Carolina compact-disc manufacturing plant where factory
worker Dell Glover leaked nearly two thousand albums over the course of a decade, to the high-rises
of midtown Manhattan where music executive Doug Morris cornered the global market on rap, and,
finally, into the darkest recesses of the Internet.

Through these interwoven narratives, Witt has written a thrilling book that depicts the moment in
history when ordinary life became forever entwined with the world online—when, suddenly, all the
music ever recorded was available for free. In the page-turning tradition of writers like Michael Lewis
and Lawrence Wright, Witt’s deeply reported first book introduces the unforgettable
characters—inventors, executives, factory workers, and smugglers—who revolutionized an entire
artform, and reveals for the first time the secret underworld of media pirates that transformed our
digital lives.

An irresistible never-before-told story of greed, cunning, genius, and deceit, How Music Got Free isn’t
just a story of the music industry—it’s a must-read history of the Internet itself.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept How Music Got
Free: The End of an Industry, the Turn of the Century, and the Patient Zero of Piracy suitable to you? Often
the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled How Music Got Free: The
End of an Industry, the Turn of the Century, and the Patient Zero of Piracyis a single of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this
book.

David Veal:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this How Music Got Free: The End of an Industry, the Turn of the Century, and the Patient Zero of
Piracy, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Katherin Buerger:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is How Music Got Free: The End of an Industry, the Turn of the Century, and the Patient
Zero of Piracy.

Teresa Dawkins:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How Music Got Free: The End
of an Industry, the Turn of the Century, and the Patient Zero of Piracy can be the response, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is



common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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