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From the mysterious glosses by 'EK' in the poetry of Edmund Spenser, to the self-commentary in Vladimir
Nabokov's Pale Fire, readers of literature have been fascinated by the comments, addenda, and footnotes
added by authors to their own work. In this insightful and original work, Sherry Roush investigates poets'
motivations for writing glosses. She argues that self-commentary differs fundamentally from standard
commentary, and that it does not necessarily impose an authoritative reading, determine the poem's
significance, or furnish factual autobiographical information. Rather, self-commentary presents an intriguing
ulterior poetic dimension and adds to the inherent tension of the text.

Roush focuses her study on three pairs of authors, each representing a distinct historical-contextual period:
Dante and Boccaccio in the early Italian self-commentative tradition, Lorenzo de' Medici and Girolamo
Benivieni in high Renaissance Florence, and Giordano Bruno and Tommaso Campanella at the turn of the
seventeenth century. Through numerous examples, Roush highlights the non-linear development of this
mixed genre, and shows how poetic self-commentaries respond to unique literary, historical, and political
exigencies, and offer keys to understanding the underlying poetic message. This seminal study will be of
particular value to scholars interested in poetry, hermeneutics, autobiography, and Renaissance studies.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

The book Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto
Italian Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a good thing like a book Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso
Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto
Italian Studies) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Matter:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic
Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Armando McFarland:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is usually Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso
Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies).

Todd Voss:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from
Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So ,



why hesitate? Let's have Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso
Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies).
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