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Stretching 215 miles from its source in Gloucestershire, through England’s capital and across to the North
Sea, the River Thames has always enticed swimmers.

From bathing kings to splashing school children, intrepid wild swimmers to international athletes, this
famous river has long been a favourite.  But it was the Victorian era that saw the birth of organised river
racing with the launch of the long distance amateur championship of Great Britain. 

Soon floating baths were built in London; people swam at official bathing pools and islands at Oxford,
Reading and Henley, dived off pontoons at Kingston and played at temporary lidos in Richmond. By the
1930s the Thames had become a top holiday spot for families with beaches at the Tower of London,
Greenwich and Grays. Then in 1957 the river was declared biologically dead, organised racing was largely
over, and swimming in the Thames was seen as dangerous.

 Yet today we have returned to the river in numbers not seen for a long time, some drawn by the thrill of wild
swimming, others to compete in annual racing events. Now Caitlin Davies recounts the history of swimmers
and the Thames, telling the stories of legends like Annette Kellerman and Matthew Webb, forgotten
champions such as Agnes Beckwith and Lily Smith, as well as modern day charity swimmers and sport stars.

Downstream explores the changing nature of swimmers’ relationship with the river, featuring previously
unpublished archive images, and asks why it is that swimmers still love the Thames.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Downstream: A History and Celebration of
Swimming the River Thames will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited
book with you?

Crystal Dewitt:

This Downstream: A History and Celebration of Swimming the River Thames book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Downstream: A History and Celebration of
Swimming the River Thames without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Downstream: A History and Celebration of Swimming
the River Thames can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Downstream: A History and Celebration
of Swimming the River Thames having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Mary Killgore:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is Downstream: A History and Celebration of Swimming the River
Thames this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Tommy Wright:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Downstream: A History and Celebration of Swimming the River



Thames was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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