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Elizabeth Spencer is captivated by Italy.  For her it has been a second home. A one-time resident who returns
there, this native-born Mississippian has found Italy to be an enchanting land whose culture lends itself
powerfully to her artistic vision. Some of her most acclaimed work is set there.  Her American characters
encounter but never quite wholly adjust to the mysteries of the Italian mores.  Collected here in one volume
are Spencer's six Italian tales.  Their plots are so alluring and enigmatic that Boccaccio would have been
charmed by their delightful ironies and their sinister contrasts of dark and light. Spencer is grounded in two
bases-Italy and the American South.  Her characters too, mostly Southerners, rove in search of connection
and fulfillment. In The Light in the Piazza (a novella which has become both Spencer's signature piece and a
Hollywood film) a stranger from North Carolina, traveling with her beautiful daughter, encounters the
intoxicating beauty of sunlit Florence and discovers a deep conflict in the moral dilemma it presents.  "I
think this work has great charm," Spencer has said, "and it probably is the real thing, a work written under
great compulsion, while I was under the spell of Italy.  But it took me, all told, about a month to write."In
Knights and Dragons (another novella and a companion piece to The Light in the Piazza) an American
woman in Rome and Venice struggles for release from her husband's sinister control over her.  Spencer sets
this tale in the cold and wintry dark and here portrays the other face of Italy.  In "The Cousins," "The Pincian
Gate," "The White Azalea," and "The Visit," Spencer shows the exceptional artistry that has merited acclaim
for her as one of America's first-class writers of the short story.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Light in the Piazza and
Other Italian Tales (Banner Books Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or acceptable book with you?

Fatima Leonard:

The guide with title The Light in the Piazza and Other Italian Tales (Banner Books Series) posesses a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Gary Collis:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Light in the Piazza and Other Italian Tales (Banner Books
Series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book has high quality.

Justin Tapscott:

Beside this specific The Light in the Piazza and Other Italian Tales (Banner Books Series) in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have The Light in the Piazza and Other Italian Tales (Banner Books Series)
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want



to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!
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