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In writing Still Lives, Jonathan Cole wanted to find out about living in a wheelchair, without having what he
calls "the doctor/patient thing" intervene. He has done this by asking people with spinal cord injuries the
simple question of what it is like to live without sensation and movement in the body. If the body has
absented itself, where does the person reside? He describes his method in the first chapter: "I have gone to
people, not with a white coat or a stethoscope...[but] to listen to their lives as they express them," and it is the
candid and powerful narratives of twelve people with spinal cord injuries that form the heart of the
book.Asking his simple question, Cole discovers that there is no single or simple answer. The twelve people
with tetraplegia (known as quadriplegia in the US) or paraplegia whose stories he tells testify to similar
impairments but widely differing experiences. Cole employs their individual responses to shape the book
into six main sections: "Enduring," "Exploring," "Experimenting," "Observing," "Empowering," and, finally,
"Continuing." Each concludes with a commentary on the broader issues raised. Still Lives moves from a
view of impairment as tragedy to reveal the possibilities and richness of experience available to those living
with spinal injuries. More universally, it offers new perspectives on our relation to our bodies. In exploring
the creative and imaginative adjustments required to construct a "still life," it makes a plea for the able-
bodied to adjust their view of this most profound of impairments.
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From reader reviews:

Gay Swiderski:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled Still Lives: Narratives of Spinal Cord Injury (Bradford Books) can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Terry Myers:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Still Lives: Narratives of Spinal Cord Injury
(Bradford Books) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book has high quality.

Opal Moffett:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Still Lives: Narratives of Spinal Cord Injury (Bradford Books)
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Sheila Whitley:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Still Lives: Narratives of Spinal Cord
Injury (Bradford Books) is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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