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Long before Sandra Day O'Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsberg earned their positions on the Supreme Court,
they were preceded in their goal of legal excellence by several intrepid trailblazers.  In Rebels at the Bar,
prize-winning legal historian Jill Norgren recounts the life stories of a small group of nineteenth century
women who were among the first female attorneys in the United States. Beginning in the late 1860s, these
determined rebels pursued the radical ambition of entering the then all-male profession of law. They were
motivated by a love of learning. They believed in fair play and equal opportunity. They desired recognition
as professionals and the ability to earn a good living. 
 
Through a biographical approach, Norgren presents the common struggles of eight women first to train and
to qualify as attorneys, then to practice their hard-won professional privilege. Their story is one of nerve,
frustration, and courage. This first generation practiced civil and criminal law, solo and in partnership. The
women wrote extensively and lobbied on the major issues of the day, but the professional opportunities open
to them had limits. They never had the opportunity to wear the black robes of a judge. They were refused
entry into the lucrative practices of corporate and railroad law. Although male lawyers filled legislatures and
the Foreign Service, presidents refused to appoint these early women lawyers to diplomatic offices and the
public refused to elect them to legislatures.
 
Rebels at the Bar expands our understanding of both women’s rights and the history of the legal profession
in the nineteenth century. It focuses on the female renegades who trained in law and then, like men, fought
considerable odds to create successful professional lives. In this engaging and beautifully written book,
Norgren shares her subjects’ faith in the art of the possible. In so doing, she ensures their place in history.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Phillips:

This book untitled Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this book from your list.

Andrew Fox:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating,
Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jeffrey Call:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating,
Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers e-book written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still uncertainty Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women
Lawyers as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't
assess book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Lowell Decoteau:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Rebels at the Bar: The
Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers is simple to bring you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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