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Leader of a Conspiracy to Overthrow the Roman Republic, a Reform-Minded Senator Whose Reputation,
Life, and Legacy Were Destroyed to Maintain the Status Quo

In 62 BC, Roman Senator Lucius Sergius Catiline lay dead on a battlefield in Tuscany. He was slain along
with his soldiers after his conspiracy to overthrow the Roman Republic had been exposed by his adversary
Cicero. It was an ignominious end for a man described at the time as a perverted, insane monster who had
attempted to return his family to fortune and social standing. Chroniclers were not kind to Catiline, and his
name over the centuries was synonymous with treachery. Recently, scholars have been reappraising the life
and influence of this ancient Roman. In Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient Case of Political
Assassination, economic historian Francis Galassi provides the first book-length account of Catiline in more
than a generation.

            Rome first achieved a status as an empire during Catiline’s lifetime. The republic was, however,
constantly at war with foreign powers and occasionally its own allies, and the disparity between the wealthy
and the poor threatened to destabilize society. Catiline was from an aristocratic but impoverished family and
first served as an officer with Cornelius Sulla during that general’s purges against Gaius Marius, the
supposed champion of the oppressed masses. Catiline’s goal was to serve Sulla and then use that as a
springboard to public office where he could recover his family’s former wealth and honor. However, the
senatorial elite became suspicious if not threatened by the upstart Catiline and blocked his ambitions.
Catiline was dogged by trumped-up charges, including raping a Vestal virgin and murdering his brother-in-
law; he was acquitted each time, but his political life was ruined. With citizens demanding land and agrarian
reform, Catiline genuinely embraced their dissatisfaction, and realizing that the elite would stop his attempt
to gain status through elections, he organized a conspiracy to take control of Roman government through
arms. Once his actions had been made public, many of his supporters and co-conspirators left him; but
honoring the course he had chosen, he and his remaining soldiers fought a Roman army to their deaths.
Rather than the “monster” as portrayed by his contemporaries, the author contends that Catiline was
compelled to act for the benefit of common Romans to save Rome even if it meant overthrowing the
government. As Galassi notes, Catiline’s contemporary, the slave Spartacus, has been a symbol of social
reform for centuries, but it was actually Catiline, not Spartacus, who attempted to change Rome.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Reid:

Here thing why this kind of Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient Case of Political Assassination are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient
Case of Political Assassination giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient
Case of Political Assassination. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient
Case of Political Assassination in e-book can be your substitute.

Wilbert York:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient Case of Political
Assassination book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer of Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient Case of Political
Assassination content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient Case of Political Assassination is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Alfred Gates:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient Case of
Political Assassination why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Evelyn Ross:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Catiline, The Monster of Rome: An Ancient
Case of Political Assassination is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better



to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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