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Focusing on the creation and misuse of government documents in Vietnam since the 1920s, The Government
of Mistrust reveals how profoundly the dynamics of bureaucracy have affected Vietnamese efforts to build a
socialist society. In examining the flurries of paperwork and directives that moved back and forth between
high- and low-level officials, Ken MacLean underscores a paradox: in trying to gather accurate information
about the realities of life in rural areas, and thus better govern from Hanoi, the Vietnamese central
government employed strategies that actually made the state increasingly illegible to itself.

            MacLean exposes a falsified world existing largely on paper. As high-level officials attempted to
execute centralized planning via decrees, procedures, questionnaires, and audits, low-level officials and
peasants used their own strategies to solve local problems. To obtain hoped-for aid from the central
government, locals overstated their needs and underreported the resources they actually possessed. Higher-
ups attempted to re-establish centralized control and legibility by creating yet more bureaucratic procedures.
Amidst the resulting mistrust and ambiguity, many low-level officials were able to engage in strategic action
and tactical maneuvering that have shaped socialism in Vietnam in surprising ways.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Holloman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in
Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies). Try to make the book The Government of
Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) as
your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Gene Kirkland:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and
Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Hae Hughes:

This book untitled The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in Socialist Vietnam
(New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Myrtle Brown:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Government of Mistrust: Illegibility and Bureaucratic Power in
Socialist Vietnam (New Perspectives in Se Asian Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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