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"People are dangerous. If they're able to involve themselves in issues that matter, they may change the
distribution of power, to the detriment of those who are rich and privileged."--Noam ChomskyNoam
Chomsky has been praised by the likes of Bono and Hugo Chávez and attacked by the likes of Tom Wolfe
and Alan Dershowitz. Groundbreaking linguist and outspoken political dissenter--voted "most important
public intellectual in the world today" in a 2005 magazine poll--Chomsky inspires fanatical devotion and
fierce vituperation. In The Chomsky Effect, Chomsky biographer Robert Barsky examines Chomsky's
positions on a number of highly charged issues--Chomsky's signature issues, including Vietnam, Israel, East
Timor, and his work in linguistics---that illustrate not only "the Chomsky effect" but also "the Chomsky
approach."Chomsky, writes Barsky, is an inspiration and a catalyst. Not just an analyst or advocate, he
encourages people to become engaged--to be "dangerous" and challenge power and privilege. The actions
and reactions of Chomsky supporters and detractors and the attending contentiousness can be thought of as
"the Chomsky effect." Barsky discusses Chomsky's work in such areas as language studies, media,
education, law, and politics, and identifies Chomsky's intellectual and political precursors. He charts anti-
Chomsky sentiments as expressed from various standpoints, including contemporary Zionism, mainstream
politics, and scholarly communities. He discusses Chomsky's popular appeal--his unlikely status as a punk
and rock hero (Eddie Vedder of Pearl Jam is one of many rock and roll Chomskyites)--and offers in-depth
analyses of the controversies surrounding Chomsky's roles in the "Faurisson Affair" and the "Pol Pot Affair."
Finally, Barsky considers the role of the public intellectual in order to assess why Noam Chomsky has come
to mean so much to so many--and what he may mean to generations to come.Robert F. Barsky is Professor of
English, Comparative Literature, French, and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt University. He is the author of
Noam Chomsky: A Life of Dissent (MIT Press), Constructing a Productive Other, Introduction à la théorie
littéraire, and Arguing and Justifying. He is currently completing a book on Zellig Harris, for The MIT Press.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Schmidt:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Chomsky Effect: A Radical Works Beyond the Ivory
Tower (MIT Press).

Lori Morgan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Chomsky Effect: A Radical Works
Beyond the Ivory Tower (MIT Press) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Allen Grimm:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will be The
Chomsky Effect: A Radical Works Beyond the Ivory Tower (MIT Press).

Grant Rickard:

The Chomsky Effect: A Radical Works Beyond the Ivory Tower (MIT Press) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The
Chomsky Effect: A Radical Works Beyond the Ivory Tower (MIT Press) however doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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