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Rodger Kamenetz, acclaimed author of The Jew in the Lotus, has long been fascinated by the mystical tales
of the Hasidic master Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav. And for many years he has taught a course in Prague on
Franz Kafka. The more he thought about their lives and writings, the more aware he became of unexpected
connections between them. Kafka was a secular artist fascinated by Jewish mysticism, and Rabbi Nachman
was a religious mystic who used storytelling to reach out to secular Jews. Both men died close to age forty of
tuberculosis. Both invented new forms of storytelling that explore the search for meaning in an illogical,
unjust world. Both gained prominence with the posthumous publication of their writing. And both left strict
instructions at the end of their lives that their unpublished books be burnt.
 
Kamenetz takes his ideas on the road, traveling to Kafka’s birthplace in Prague and participating in the
pilgrimage to Uman, the burial site of Rabbi Nachman visited by thousands of Jews every Jewish new year.
He discusses the hallucinatory intensity of their visions and offers a rich analysis of Nachman’s and Kafka’s
major works, revealing uncanny similarities in the inner lives of these two troubled and beloved figures,
whose creative and religious struggles have much to teach us about the significant role played by the
imagination in the Jewish spiritual experience.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Burnt Books: Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and Franz Kafka (Jewish
Encounters Series) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer of Burnt Books: Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and Franz Kafka (Jewish
Encounters Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Burnt
Books: Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and Franz Kafka (Jewish Encounters Series) is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Gary Ackley:

The reason why? Because this Burnt Books: Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and Franz Kafka (Jewish
Encounters Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that
book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Allan Kean:

Burnt Books: Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and Franz Kafka (Jewish Encounters Series) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Burnt Books: Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and Franz Kafka (Jewish
Encounters Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Lois Schooley:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book Burnt Books: Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and Franz Kafka (Jewish Encounters Series) we can



acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must want to read
a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this book Burnt Books: Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and Franz Kafka (Jewish Encounters Series). You can
more pleasing than now.
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